From: Keith White

Sent: 24 June 2020 09:00

To: Niamh Bonner

Cc: Robert Robinson

Subject; application No 20/00088/FUL

Dear Niamh

The applicant has submitted a Noise impact Assessment {NIA) prepared by NOVA acoustics, dated
13/5/2020, reference 4456BA. | have read the NIA and would make the following comments and
observations.

The NIA seeks to assess the magnitude of the impact in terms of noise by following the guidance
contained within BS4142: 2014 (the standard). The Standard provides a method for determining a
“rating level” by predicting noise levels from the site at sensitive receptors and adding various
character corrections, this rating level is then compared to measured background noise levels. The
difference between these two levels seeks to quantify the magnitude of the impact in terms of effect
level, | can confirm that the standard is the appropriate standard in this case.

The background noise survey was carried out unattended over a number of days, the standard does
not require continuous measurements to establish background noise levels. The standard does state
“Where possible measure the background sound level at the assessment locations”. The monitoring
location chosen was “on a flamppost in the vicinity of the closest NSR.”, not at the assessment
location as recommended by the standard. The standard does allow for different monitoring
locations and states “/f this is not possible measure at an alternative location where the residual
sound is comparable with the assessment location(s). A detailed justification for this should be
reported”. The monitoring location selected is adjacent to the public highway and could be
dominated by road traffic which has the potential for a significant overestimate of the background
sound level in a residential garden. The NIA does not state why it was not possible to obtain sound
measurements at the assessment location(s), there is no justification reported for the measurement
location selected and the fact that an alternative location has been selected is not considered in the
uncertainty section of the NIA.

Regardless of the suitability of the monitoring location | note that table 11 presents the night time
background level is as 51dB(Laso,1 hour). The background level has been taken from measurements
between 06:00 and 07:00 on the basis that the site does not start to operate until 06:00. As
mentioned in the NIA the site can operate 24hours per day, if that were to happen | would be
concerned that noise emissions could lead to a significant impact, particularly seeing as the
background noise levels are shown to be much lower before 06:00. | would therefore recommend
that the hours of operation are restricted to between 06:00hrs — 1800hrs. by a suitably worded
planning condition. Alternatively if the hours of operation restriction are not acceptable | would
request that the applicant is required to assess potential noise impacts for the whole night time
period. Any subsequent monitoring should be assessed from the NSR not in the vicinity of, if this is
not possible then | would expect to see details of why this was not possible and how the alternative
site was determined as representative.



Kind regards

Keith

Keith White
Senior Environmental Health Specialist
Environment

Ryedale District Council
Ryedale House

Old Malton Road
Malton

Y017 7HH



